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PRESS RELEASE 
 

====FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE==== 

 

Renowned charity disruptor Dan Pallotta to launch the ‘Funding for Impact’ project to champion 

best practices in funding charities to achieve maximum impact   

SUMMARY 
A new project by the Social Impact Hub in partnership with Philanthropy Australia aims to transform 

the way Australian donors think about charities and giving.  

To create more impact, it is necessary that charities invest in areas such as talent, infrastructure and 

innovation. The project includes events and an online website hub containing practical resources for 

philanthropists and not-for-profits to create more impact. 

TEXT 
Funding for Impact is a thought leadership project led by the Social Impact Hub in partnership with 

peak industry body Philanthropy Australia that exists to support charities and not-for-profits build a 

better world. The project aims to support a stronger charity and not-for-profit sector that is capable 

of delivering on impact. 

As American charity disruptor Dan Pallotta has called out in his 2013 TED talk “The way we think 

about charity is dead wrong”, we have essentially been operating with two rulebooks – one for the 

business sector, and one for the charity and not-for-profit sector. 

While we expect that businesses invest in talent and innovation to ensure the best results for the 

company and its shareholders, there is a false assumption that a charity is efficient if it keeps 

administrative expenses low and gives as much donated money as possible straight to "the cause". 

The reality is that investments in infrastructure like top talent and fundraising multiply the amount 

of money available to the cause, and can amplify impact. If we want to solve social problems 

massive in scale, we need to start enabling charities to operate like any business, encouraging 

growth, risk and innovation within the not-for-profit sector.  

The project has multiple elements, including a website www.fundingforimpact.org which is a 

resource hub for funders, not-for-profits and the media. It contains practical information and tools 

for funders and not-for-profits looking to move towards funding for impact. It also showcases stories 

of best practice giving and the impact these innovative investments have made on people and 

communities across Australia. 

Social Impact Hub Founder & Director Jessica Roth commented, “We are very excited to launch this 

thought leadership project to transform the way Australians think about giving. It is the culmination 

of 18 months of collaborative work across the not-for-profit and philanthropic sectors, involving 

multiple of teams of UNSW student interns.” 

http://www.fundingforimpact.org/
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“The Funding for Impact project champions funders who help not-for-profits grow 

their impact and provides tools for others to follow suit.” 

The project will be officially launched in Sydney on 10 May 2018 at a special Masterclass held at 

Atlassian. 

The masterclass will open with a keynote address by Dan Pallotta and a Q&A session, followed by an 

expert panel to showcase best practice in funding for impact. The Panel will be moderated by CEO of 

Philanthropy Australia Sarah Davies, and feature both funders and not-for-profits.  

Gemma Salteri of CAGES Foundation will present alongside one of their charity partners, Jocelyn 

King from First Australians Capital, illustrating a high trust funding relationship that has built capacity 

for greater impact.  

Joining the pair will be Reece Proudfoot who heads innovation at WWF, and Squirrel Main from The 

Ian Potter Foundation, the country’s first dedicated Research and Evaluation Manager at a private 

foundation.  

Tools for encouraging best practice discussions between not-for-profits and funders will also be 

shared with the audience. 

 

===ENDS=== 

For further comment: Jessica Roth – 0401 015 219 

 

Further information about Dan  
Dan Pallotta is an activist, humanitarian, author, and builder of movements. Dan is the founder and 

President of the Charity Defense Council and the Chief Humanity Officer for Advertising for 

Humanity, having invented the multi-day charitable event industry. He is the author of 

“Uncharitable: How Restraints on Nonprofits Undermine Their Potential.” His newest book is, 

“Charity Case: How the Nonprofit Community Can Stand Up for Itself and Really Change the World.” 

Dan’s iconic TED Talk on philanthropy has been viewed more than 4.4 million times and it is one of 

the 20 most-commented TED talks of all time. He is one of the 100 most-viewed TED speakers of all 

time. 

Dan been written about in feature and cover stories in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, 

Forbes, Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, Stanford Social Innovation Review, and has appeared 

on The Today Show, the BBC, CNN, CNBC, American Public Media’s Marketplace, and numerous NPR 

stations, among others. He has written over 100 articles for the Harvard Business review and 

delivered talks about philanthropy and innovation hundreds of times in eight countries.  
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Further information about Funding for Impact  
The Funding for Impact project aims to transform the way Australian society thinks about giving.  

Social Impact Hub are leading this thought leadership project with strategic partner Philanthropy 

Australia. 

The project has a Theory of Change depicting how we move from the current state to a future state 

where charities are increasingly achieving impact and scale. This was validated at a roundtable 

discussion held at Westpac in 2017, involving small and large leading Australian charities. 

The Theory of Change uses a series of tools, case studies, resources and events to support 

philanthropists and not-for-profits to move towards funding for impact. The website 

www.fundingforimpact.org is a resource hub for funders, not-for-profits and the media. It showcases 

stories of best practice giving and the impact these innovative investments have made on people 

and communities across Australia. 

The project has been generously funded by philanthropists already leading the way in best practice 

funding for impact, the CAGES Foundation, The Snow Foundation and Macquarie Group Foundation. 

The Advisory Committee for the project includes Professor Sanchia Aranda, CEO Cancer Council, 

David Crosbie, CEO Community Council for Australia, Sarah Davies, CEO Philanthropy Australia, 

Gemma Salteri, Executive Director CAGES Foundation, Dr Squirrel Main, Research and Evaluation 

Manager The Ian Potter Foundation, Professor Ted Flack, Queensland University of Technology, 

Professor Myles McGregor-Lownes, Founding Director Centre for Philanthropy and Non-profit 

Studies QUT, Susan Pizzati, Head of Philanthropy Save the Children, Stephen Penny, CEO Good 

Foundations, and Krystian Seibert, Industry Fellow Swinburne University. 

 

 

http://www.fundingforimpact.org/
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